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the handsomest ; and in short, she would part with neither.
I pleaded my brotherhood, and got my Lord and Lady
Masham to intercede ; * and at last she threw it me with a
heavy sigh: but now it is in my possession, I wish you had
sent a paper of directions how I shall keep it. You that sit
at your ease, and have nothing to do but keep Dunkirk,
never consider the difficulties you have brought upon me:
twenty ladies have threatened to seize or surprise my box ; 2
and what are twenty thousand French or Dutch in com-
parison of those? Mrs. Hill says, it was a very idle thing
in you to send such a present to a man who can neither
punish nor reward you, since Grub-street is no more; for
the Parliament has killed all the Muses of Grub-street,
who yet, in their last moments, cried out nothing but
Dunkirk.3

My Lord Treasurer, who is the most malicious person in
the world, says, you ordered a goose to be drawn at the
bottom of my box, as a reflection upon the clergy ; and
that I ought to resent it. But I am not angry at all, and

1  Swift appears to have first met Lord Masham, who was an original
member of " The Society " about the time he became acquainted with
Hill. To Lady Masham he had only been introduced a year before
this letter was written, but he had lost no opportunity of ingratiating
himself with " the Queen's favourite," and had been a constant visitor
to her house while lodging at Kensington.

2  This "fine snuff-box" is said to have been made of agate richly
mounted in gold.  To Stella Swift says that it was " allowed at Court
that none in England comes near it, though it did not cost above
twenty pounds," and tells how a belt with a pocket for his box was
given to him by the Duchess of Hamilton (" Prose Works," ii, 384).

3  The stamp duty which killed Swift's favourite form, of publication
had come into force on i August. Amongst the last products of the
Grub-street press were "five or six"jSatij:QsJb,y .Swift of which ^njy
three have been preser^e^T^^"71^^11^5  Invitation  to Dismal,"
"Peace and Dunkirk," and " A Letter from the Pretender to a Whig
Lord"  ("Prose Works," ii, 377,  379; v,  257;  "Poetical Works,"
ii, 1 56, 157). There are said by Nichols (" Works," i, xlii) to have been
four others, and the titles are given by him as follows :

a plain and true

by Jacobites and Tories, that the
Town of Dunkirk was lately delivered to the English " ; " AJ^LuQ^md
Cr^aftoJDis^^; being a full and true Account how a Whig Lord *
wasta^elirarT^nkirk in the Habit of a Chimney- Sweeper and carried |
before General Hill"; "It's out at last or French Correspondence |
clear as the Sun " ; and " A Dialogue upon Dunkirk between a Whig I
and a Tory on Sunday morning the 6th Instant " ; but only to the first f
two of these is there any allusion in the Journal to Stella.
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